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North Carolina Council of Chapters 

1st Quarterly NC COC Meeting 

18 March 2017 

The Council of Chapters meeting on 18 March 2017 was called to order by President Doug 
Ehrhardt at 0830 in The Wingate by Wyndham Hotel in Greensboro, NC.  Lee Richmond led in 
the Pledge of Allegiance and Chris Canipe offered a prayer.  Secretary Carol Aljets called the roll 
and all chapters were represented.  Malcolm Roberts represented Coastal Carolina, David Lee 
represented Eastern Carolina while they work on getting a new president, Doug represented 
New River and Jeri Graham represented Sandhills.     

David Lee made a motion that the minutes for the last Council of Chapters be approved as 
amended to reflect that he was not present at the last meeting.  Bob Garman seconded and the 
motion was approved.  The minutes have been amended. 

Lee Richmond is active on the hospice committee in the area so he invited David and Kathy 
Sevier to speak today on End of Life Issues.  David retired as a Navy Commander, line officer, 
and after that he received his Phd in Public Health.  So today as representatives from the 
Carolinas Center for Hospice and End of Life Issues made a presentation on their work in this 
area.  They mentioned that Lee Richmond is a big supporter of this endeavor and is much 
appreciated.  They also brought up the concern that children of active duty personnel will be at 
risk if Medicaid is not expanded.  The Seviers and their organization have received a $1.1 million 
grant from the Duke Endowment and they will be developing a digital program that will 
enhance health care for all military and civilian personnel, no matter where they are located, 
even when away from their home area. 

Jeri Graham shared a comment from John Sandrock, Lee County Veterans Service Officer (919-
776-0501 x 2209) recommending that any VA complaints about care be brought to the patient 
advocate.  Be sure to get a copy of the complaint and follow-up on your complaint until it is 
resolved. 

Jeri Graham talked about the Scholarship Fund Summation from National MOAA.  She did meet 
with COL Mike Turner, VP of Development and asked if the scholarship fund included what the 
state MOAA chapters did in raising funds for scholarships.  There is apparently no current way 
to capture this information.  Doug asked the chapters to include their scholarship activities and 
what they raise in their quarterly reports.  Ron Morgan made a motion that this be so and the 
motion was seconded by Malcolm Roberts.  Jeri will put together a ‘strawman’ as to what the 
report should look like.  It was emphasized that this was by no means meant to embarrass any 
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chapter.  What others have done could give great ideas to other chapters that have been 
thinking of putting together scholarship program.      

Levels of Excellence (LOE):  Terri Coles at National MOAA sent out a message of a number of changes to 
the program and they were also announced in the March 2017 Affiliate.  Due to budget cuts, there will 
no longer be an annual dinner meeting and it will become a bi-annual event.  There was much confusion 
as to whether the actual awards meeting or the award itself will become a bi-annual or annual item.  
Concern was raised amongst some of the COC members that the value of the chapter was being diluted 
and that National MOAA was throwing the balancing of the budge on the backs of the chapters.  Doug 
was going to be participating in a teleconference on 21 March with Terri Coles and he would ask for 
clarification.  Some chapters expressed an interest in adding their comments to this moving of the LOE 
event and Doug encouraged them to do so by writing Terri Coles. 

2017 State Convention:  Jim Jackson updated the Council on what is going on.  The deposit deadline is 
April 14 but there may be some flexibility in that date.  The final payment date of 14 July however is not 
flexible.  It is confirmed that Lieutenant General Dana Adkins will be the guest speaker at the state 
convention.  To date, 29 attendees have registered.  Doug again stressed that this is an excellent 
opportunity for members to have fun and share camaraderie at a great venue.  The timing on this is 
good as we could receive our LOE Awards if won during this time. 

Legislative Report:  

• Harley Ellinger gave an excellent presentation of what happened in the 115th Congress.  The 
National Defense Act went along with almost all of the issues identified by MOAA in 2016.  The 
one sticking point remains the ‘Widow Tax.’  His research for 2017 is well laid out in a slide 
format and can be found on the MOAA-NC website. 

• Jeri Graham went over issues on the state level and gave a hand out of the veteran/military 
issues coming up for consideration.  Jeri is now heads the Legislative Committee for the NC 
Veterans Council.  HB103 (Bailey Patton) is not looking to good as the push in the legislature is 
to do away with the state income tax.  She has been told the SB153 which is a companion to 
HB103 that applies only to the military will not fly.  The next Legislative Day is 26 April for those 
who can attend.  HB2 is giving 100% property tax relief to disabled and surviving spouses of first 
responders.  The state has said it will make up the loss of revenue incurred by the cities and 
counties. 

Membership Report:   David Lee stressed that the chapter is the core strength of MOAA.  A streamer 
has been developed for chapters the show an increase in membership and have an active membership 
program.  Also, he is serving as the interim president of the Goldsboro chapter. 

Treasurer’s Report:  George Brudzinski gave the treasurer’s report indicating a balance of                          . 
He also reminded the chapters that their dues for the NC COC are $1.50 per dues paying members.  He 
will have filed the 990 required by the IRS with the 3 months after our fiscal year ends. 

Carol Ivey, who was unable to attend, advised Doug that she continues to study MOAA’s website for 
issues regarding surviving spouses. 



3 
 

Next Meeting:  Greg Bean announced that the next meeting will be at the Hampton Inn Bermuda Run 
on 12-13 May 2017.  Do not hesitate to make your reservations which has a 13 April deadline.  The rate 
is $115 per night and used the code MOS for your reservation.  The meal will run approximately $35 per 
person.  For years the chapter has been using the Piedmont Club for meetings but the bank has closed 
the venue so they can make use of the space.  The Tarheel Central Chapter will be giving out 
scholarships at this meeting and good chapter representation is expected at this meeting.  More 
information on the upcoming meeting can be found on the moaa-nc.org website. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Doug Ehrhardt     Carol Aljets 

President     Secretary 

 


